
BDC STATEMENT ON DIEGO APAZA AND ABUSE.

In the spring of 2017, one of our members, Diego Apaza, was accused of emotional abuse.  As a group, 
Brooklyn Defense Committee (BDC) took these allegations seriously.  At the same time, Diego left the 
city for an indefinite amount of time.  BDC was provided the opportunity to take some space away 
from Diego, contemplate on his behavior, and craft a potential intervention.

Our first step was to go through a process that would allow us to collectively identify what is abusive 
behavior.  We all committed to meeting weekly to come to an agreement, or potentially identify 
differences.  Over a period of several weeks, we read a pared down version of this study on abuse and 
accountability [http://unityandstruggle.org/2016/04/23/learning-to-fight-learning-to-heal/].  In the end, 
we agreed by consensus that Diego's behavior was abusive.  Through this process, we were able to 
proactively create a list of red flags--warning signs of abusive and unacceptable behaviors.

In our second phase, we worked to build agreement on how to respond to Diego's actions.  We 
approached this with an understanding that accountability processes, while in fashion, are not the only 
approach for dealing with abusive behaviors.  Groups in the past have used other tactics, such as 
writing public statements, excommunicating abusers from movement spaces, vigilante justice, etc.  
Furthermore, the surivors of Diego's abuse were not seeking an accountability process.  We agreed by 
consensus to kick Diego out of the group and ask him to stay away from BDC spaces in the future.  
One of our members communicated this to Diego with a short message asking for acknowledgement of 
receipt of the message and no other comments.  Diego received the message.

BDC has discussed how to enforce this decision.  We have agreed to confront Diego, in order to ensure 
that he does not come into BDC spaces.  We recognize that we are unable to enforce his movement in 
non-BDC movement spaces but we have agreed to informally support each other in confronting him if 
we run into him in non-BDC spaces. Furthermore, we encourage movement spaces that work with 
Diego (and with other people being called out as abusers) to question these relationships and their role 
in enabling abuse.

Lastly, BDC has developed a living document to help us idetify abusive and harmful behaviors in the 
future, and a list of potential tools for dealing with these behaviors.  The document will serve as a 
touchstone for us in dealing with these issues in the future.  Most importantly, we refreshed a 
commitment to each other:  we are building a group that is welcoming to and supportive of the self-
determination of women, queers and femmes.  We have a shared understanding that people, like Diego,
who disrupt our ability to organize by abusing our members, are not welcome.
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